LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Sustainability Group
Meeting 8
13 December 2007
Record of Meeting
Attendance
Phil Griffiths
Dave Lucas
Richard Jones
Caroline Drayton
Neil Maylan
Stanley Evelyn
WPC Karen Gifford
Alison Palmer
Pat Martin
Alison Jones
Gemma Thomas
Steve Martin
Ralph Bourke
Rhian Kyte

Caerphilly CBC (Countryside)
Caerphilly CBC (Forward Planning)
Countryside Council For Wales
Environment Agency
Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust
BT
Gwent Police
GAVO
Caerphilly CBC (Conservation)
Caerphilly CBC (Ecology)
Caerphilly CBC (Highways)
CCBC Energy
Caerphilly CBC (Research)
Caerphilly CBC (Planning) [Observer]

Apologies
Neil Daniels
Paul Cooke
Ryan Bowen
Maria Godfrey

pinnelc

Caerphilly CBC (Landscape)
Caerphilly CBC (Sustainability)
Welsh Water
Caerphilly CBC Env Health (Pollution)
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Outcomes For The Meeting
1

To Consider and agree the Assessment Tests for the detailed assessment of the Deposit LDP

2

For all members to have had the opportunity to influence and inform the nature and content
of the Assessment tests

3

For the member to have the opportunity to test the assessment tests against trial sites and
policies.

25
25.1

Introduction and report back from previous meeting
DL advised that no amendments / comments had been received in respect of the minutes and
the proposed amendments to the Part 1 SEA/SA so the revised Part 1 had now been agreed.
DL outlined that the process would now progress to the SEA/SA Part 2 – The
Environmental Report, which would deal with the assessment of the detailed plan.

26
26.1

General Discussion on the Draft Assessment Tests
Copies of 80 pre-drafted Assessment Tests were given to the group and were discussed in
turn at length. The summary of the discussions and the recommended changes to the drafted
Tests are included as Appendix 1 to this record.

26.2

Environment Agency is considering appropriate wording for Assessment Tests 51 and 52,
which will be reported to the next Sustainability Group Meeting on 23rd January.

27
27.1

Test the Assessment Tests against trial sites and policies to consider their suitability
Due to the time taken to complete the consideration of the Assessment Tests the Group
agreed to defer this item until an appropriate point in the future.

The meeting closed.
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Population and Human Health
Issue

Sustainability
Objective
R
e
s
o
u
r
c
eTo reduce the
average
Cresource
oconsumption
nof each
sresident
u
m
p
t
i
o
n

Strategic
Assessment Test

Promote
reduced
1 resource
consumption
by residents.

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Detailed Assessment Test
Policy
Proposal
Will it reduce the need
1
Ok
Ok
to travel?
Needs to be within reasonable
walking distance/time.
Wording doesn’t lend itself to
implement the Test.
Distance from e.g., train Overlap with other topics and
2 station, local shopping tests
centre, green space?
Greenspace could be provided
within site.
DL/PG to review and provide
wording for Record of
Meeting
Will design promote
3
Replace “design” with “it”
reduced resource use?
Need to identify whether it is
Maximise production or energy or materials or both –
4
use of renewables?
confirmed as materials
(particularly construction)
Local community, dependant
Will it help sustain the upon the context and use, may
5
local community?
be wider than one settlement.
Look at it in context.
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1

Agreed Assessment Test
Will it reduce the need to
travel?

2

Will it encourage walking
as the mode of travel to
local amenities due to the
proximity of development
to existing
services/facilities?

3

Will it promote reduced
resource use?

4

Will it maximise the
production or use of
renewable materials?

5

Will it help sustain the local
community?

Population & Human Health

Issue

2 Housing

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To improve
the condition
of housing and
Provide a
ensure the
sufficient
range of
2 amount and
housing types
mix of
are accessible
housing
to meet the
needs of
residents.

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it promote a mix
6
of housing types?
Does it provide
7
affordable housing?

8

9

10

11

4 Education

To improve
educational
achievement

Provide a wide
range of
3
educational
opportunities.

12
13

14

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Ok

Ok

6

Ok

Ok

7

Should we use “protect”, better
to use “revitalise” or “re-use”
Can this test be answered?
Does it actually apply to
Does it help protect or
anything, proposals need more
improve housing stock?
detail, policy does not contain
this issue.
Might apply in some cases so
keep in.
Will it retain derelict
Should say “remove”.
land? (brownfield)
Discussion on whether to
Will it help sustain the remove this test as it duplicates
local community?
(5). Keep in as it asks it in a
differing context?
Will it help promote or
sustain educational
Ok
Ok
establishments?
Will it meet the
educational needs of
Ok
Ok
local people?
Will it enable skills
Is this applicable.
progression?
Could be applicable over time.
Will it increase the
levels of participation
Ok
Ok
and attainment in
education?
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Agreed Assessment Test
Does it promote a mix of
housing types?
Does it provide affordable
housing?

8

Does it help protect or
improve housing stock?

9

Will it remove derelict
land? (brownfield)

10

Will it help sustain the local
community?

Will it help promote or
11 sustain educational
establishments?
12

Will it meet the educational
needs of local people?

13

Will it enable skills
progression?

Will it increase the levels of
14 participation and attainment
in education?

Population & Human Health

Issue

5 Equalities

6 Employment

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To allow equal
Promote
opportunities
5 equality of
for all
opportunity

Provide for
To increase
business
the percentage
investment
of people of
5 and increase
working age in
the range of
employment
job
opportunities.

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it help reduce
disparities between
15
Ok
Ok
Southern and Northern
Wards?
Does it consider the
needs of
16
Ok
Ok
vulnerable/minority
groups?
Does it provide equality
17
Ok
Ok
of access to services?
Can this really be answered – is
it relevant?
Will it enable the
Some social tests are not
community to have
directly applicable.
18
influence in decision- The involvement of the public
making?
in decision-making is critical.
DROP THIS
ONE!
Accessible by modes other than
the car, or by all modes
including non-car modes.
Will it provide jobs in
19
Need to consider freight as well
accessible locations?
as employee access.
Amend by the addition of “by
all modes”
Should this be related to the
Does it support the
role and function of settlements
20
retail hierarchy?
rather than targeting retail?
Reword accordingly
Will it contribute
towards a balanced
21
Ok
Ok
range of employment
sites?
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Agreed Assessment Test
Does it help reduce
disparities between
15
Southern and Northern
Wards?
Does it consider the needs
16 of vulnerable/minority
groups?
17

Does it provide equality of
access to services?

Will it provide jobs in
18 accessible locations by all
modes?

Will it support the role
and function of the
19
settlement within which it
is located?
Will it contribute towards a
20 balanced range of
employment sites?
Population & Human Health

Issue

8 Business

Wealth –
Level of
7
Economic
Activity

10 Population

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To ensure a
sufficient
range of
employment
sites are
available

To increase
the wealth of
individuals in
CCBC

To retain the
population of
county
borough to at
least current
levels and
attain a more
balanced
demographic
structure?

Promote a
diverse
economy and
6
increase the
wealth of
residents

Encourage
residents to
7 remain in the
County
Borough

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Detailed Assessment Test
Is it likely to encourage Is this applicable?
22
inward investment?
Yes
Will it promote business Is this applicable?
23
start-ups?
Yes
Will it provide a broad
range of jobs and
24
Ok
Ok
employment
opportunities?
Will it promote
Can you target deprived groups
economic growth
particularly in the most as they are varied?
25
deprived areas and for Delete “and for the most
the most deprived
deprived groups”
groups?
Will it add to the mix of Is this the same as 24?
existing land use &
Does this imply that all sites are
26
employment
mixed use?
opportunities?
Drop
Will it meet the
27 employment needs of Ok
Ok
local people?
Will it provide facilities Need to amend to say
that will encourage
“encourage residents to
28
residents in the County remain in the County
Borough?
Borough”
Will The facilities be
29 particularly relevant to Ok
young people?
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Ok

Agreed Assessment Test
Is it likely to encourage
21
inward investment?
Will it promote business
22
start-ups?
Will it provide a broad
23 range of jobs and
employment opportunities?

Will it promote economic
24 growth particularly in the
most deprived areas?

25

Will it meet the employment
needs of local people?

Will it provide facilities that
will encourage residents
26
to remain in the County
Borough?
Will The facilities be
27 particularly relevant to
young people?

Population & Human Health

Issue

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

Detailed Assessment Test
30

9 Health

11 Well-Being

To improve
the health of
individuals

To allow all
residents easy
access to
leisure
facilities

Provide a
healthy and
safe
environment
8 and an
improved
feeling of
well-being for
residents.

Does it promote
31 provision of access to
healthcare?

Ok

#

New test should be included
to consider healthy lifestyles

32

33

34
3 Crime

To reduce the
incidence of
crime
35

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Is it likely to create a
sense of belonging?

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Reword to say “sense of
community”
Remove “create” and replace
with “maintain”

Does it promote
provision of access to
facilities for physical or
recreational activities?
Does it protect quality
for the residents?
Will it reduce health
inequalities among
different groups in the
community?
Will it promote design
that discourages crime
and helps reduce fear of
crime?
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Ok

Agreed Assessment Test
28

Is it likely to maintain a
sense of community?

29

Does it promote provision
of access to healthcare?

Should be reworded to say
“”quality of life”

Does it encourage active
and healthy lifestyles?
Does it promote provision
of access to facilities for
31
physical or recreational
activities?
Does it protect quality of
32
life for the residents?

Reword to say “Will it help
reduce health inequalities in
the community?”

Will it help reduce health
33 inequalities in the
community?

Ok

Will it promote design that
34 discourages crime and
helps reduce fear of crime?

Ok

Ok

Ok

30

Population & Human Health

Air Quality
Issue

1 Air Quality

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To reduce air,
noise, light
and odour
pollution and
ensure air
quality
improves.

Ensure
9 improvement
to air quality

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Detailed Assessment Test
Policy
Proposal
Is it likely to
Reword to say “Is it likely to
significantly impact on improve air quality within a
36
an air quality
designated air quality
management area?
management area.”
Will it maintain or
37 improve local air
OK
OK
quality?
New test should be included
#
to consider light pollution
New test should be included
#
to consider noise pollution
New test should be included
#
to consider odour pollution

Page 6 of 15

Agreed Assessment Test
Is it likely to improve air
quality within a
35
designated air quality
management area?
36

Will it maintain or improve
local air quality?

Is it likely to increase
light pollution?
Is it likely to increase
38
noise pollution?
Is it likely to increase
39
odour pollution?
37

Air Quality

Cultural Heritage & Landscape
Issue

1 Landscape

Historic
2
Assets

Sustainability
Strategic
Objective
Assessment Test
To protect the
landscape
value of the
most
important
landscapes in
the county
borough and
Protect the
maintain a
landscape and
10 built heritage
clean and
accessible
of the County
environment
Borough.
to encourage a
greater sense
of belonging..
To protect and
enhance
important
historic assets

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it promote high
standards of design that
38
Ok
reflect local character
and distinctiveness?
Will it maintain or
39 improve landscape
Ok
quality?

Is it likely to adversely
40 affect an area of
Ok
landscape importance?

Is it likely to adversely
affect a building,
41
Ok
structure or area of
heritage importance?
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Ok

Agreed Assessment Test
Does it promote high
standards of design that
40
reflect local character and
distinctiveness?
Will it maintain or improve
landscape quality?

Ok

41

Ok

Is it likely to adversely
42 affect an area of landscape
importance?

Ok

Is it likely to adversely
affect a building, structure
43
or area of heritage
importance?

Cultural Heritage & Landscape

Issue

3 Culture

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To protect the
cultural
identity of the
county
borough

Protect the
cultural
11 identity of the
County
Borough.

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Detailed Assessment Test
Will it improve the
range and quality of
42
cultural, sporting and
leisure facilities?
Will it promote the use
43
of the Welsh language?
Will it support
44 community
development?
Will it encourage the
community to
45 participate and have
influence decision
making?
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Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Should sport be deleted.
History of sporting
achievement is part of the
culture.
Ok

Ok

Ok

Ok

Agreed Assessment Test
Will it improve the range
and quality of cultural,
44
sporting and leisure
facilities?
Will it promote the use of
45
the Welsh language?
46

Will it support community
development?

Is this applicable?
Delete

Cultural Heritage & Landscape

Water
Issue

Water
Quantity,
1
Quality and
Use

2 Flood

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To protect
aquifers and
Ensure the
improve the
protection of
quality and
water
quantity of the 12
resources and
water in our
water quality
rivers and to
improved.
reduce water
consumption

To minimise
the number of
developments
affected by
flooding

Reduce the
13 impact of
flooding.

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it significantly
Reword to say “Does it
impact on the quality of
adversely impact on the
the biological and
46
biological and chemical water
chemical water quality
quality in water courses in the
in water courses in the
County Borough?
County Borough?
Will it minimise the use
47
Ok
Ok
of water?
Is it likely to
Reword to say “Is it likely to
significantly impact on
have a detrimental impact on
48 the amount and quality
the amount and quality of
of groundwater
groundwater resources?”
resources?
Is it located within a
“Is it located outside of an area
49
flood protection area? at risk of flooding”
Does it allow for the use
50
EA to have a look and respond
of permeable surfaces?
Does it afford the
opportunity to provide
51
EA to have a look and respond
flood mitigation
measures?
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Agreed Assessment Test
Does it adversely impact
on the biological and
47 chemical water quality in
water courses in the
County Borough?
48

Will it minimise the use of
water?

Is it likely to have a
detrimental impact on the
49
amount and quality of
groundwater resources?
50

Is it located outside of an
area at risk of flooding

51 EAW to suggest wording

52 EAW to suggest wording

Water

Geology & Geomorphology
Issue

2 Geology

3 Waste

Sustainability
Strategic
Objective
Assessment Test
To make the
most efficient
Suse of land
oand to reduce
Ensure the
icontamination
effective use
land safeguard
of land and
ssoil quantity,
soils including
quality and
14
the protection
permeability.
of important
To protect
geological
geologically
sites.
important sites
and improve
their
accessibility
To reduce the
amount of
waste
produced and
increase the
reuse of
materials

Reduce the
amount of
waste
15 produced and
increase the
reuse of
materials.

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it protect high
52 quality agricultural
land? (1&2 &3a)

Agreed Assessment Test
Does it protect high quality
53 agricultural land? (1&2
&3a)

Ok

Ok

Will it impact locally on
53 recognised site of
Ok
geological importance?

Ok

Will it impact locally on
54 recognised site of
geological importance?

Ok

Will it potentially reduce the
amount of derelict,
55
contaminated degraded or
underused land?

Will it potentially
reduce the amount of
54 derelict, contaminated Ok
degraded or underused
land?
55

56
57
58

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Does it promote
alternatives to land
fill/land raise sites?
Will it promote the use
of recycled and
secondary materials?
Will it minimise the
production of waste?
Will it provide facilities
for recycling?
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Ok

Ok

56

Ok

Ok

57

Ok

Ok

58

Ok

Ok

59

Does it promote
alternatives to land fill/land
raise sites?
Will it promote the use of
recycled and secondary
materials?
Will it minimise the
production of waste?
Will it provide facilities for
recycling?

Geology & Geomorphology

Biodiversity
Issue

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

B
i
o
d
To enhance
Conserve the
i
the
biodiversity of
v
biodiversity of 16
the County
e
the county
Borough
r
borough
s
i
t
y

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it protect areas of
59 importance for
biodiversity?
Will it provide
opportunities for new
60
habitat creation or
habitat enhancement?
Does it protect
61 woodlands, hedgerows
and trees?
Will it provide the
opportunity for the
62
reduction of invasive
plant species?
Does it guard against
63
habitat fragmentation?
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Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Ok

Ok

Agreed Assessment Test
Does it protect areas of
importance for biodiversity?

Ok

60

Ok

Will it provide opportunities
61 for new habitat creation or
habitat enhancement?

Amend to include
“watercourse” as a wildlife
corridor.
Ok

Ok

Ok

Ok

Does it protect woodlands,
62 hedgerows, trees and
watercourses?
Will it provide the
opportunity for the
63
reduction of invasive plant
species?
Does it guard against
64
habitat fragmentation?

Biodiversity

Climate Change
Issue

1

Climate
Change

Sustainability
Objective

To reduce the
total amount
of CO2
produced
within the
county
borough each
year

Strategic
Assessment Test

Detailed Assessment Test
Will it minimise
64 greenhouse gas
emissions?

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal
Discussion on whether this is
appropriate and what to
conclude.
Remain as it is

Assist in
Does it promote
meeting
climate change 65 reduced journey length Replace “does it” with “will it”
obligations
by private vehicles?
17
primarily
Does it allow for carbon
66
Replace “does it” with “will it”
through reduci
offsetting?
ng CO2
Can it provide for
production.
habitat routes to allow
67 other species to adapt to Ok
Ok
the changing
environment?

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests
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Agreed Assessment Test
65

Will it minimise greenhouse
gas emissions?

Will it promote reduced
66 journey length by private
vehicles?
Will it allow for carbon
67
offsetting?
Can it provide for habitat
routes to allow other
68
species to adapt to the
changing environment?

Climate Change

Issue

2 Transport

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

To reduce
congestion by
minimising the
need to travel,
Reduce the
encourage
need to travel,
alternatives to 18
particularly by
the car and
car
make best use
of the existing
transport
infrastructure.

Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it promote
Concern over how this could be
68 reduced journey length
monitored. Drop This One
by private vehicles?
Does it promote the use
69 of alternative travel
Ok
Ok
other than the car?
Test needs to be reworded to
Will it deliver services
reflect that services and
70 and facilities in
facilities need to be accessible
accessible locations?
by sustainable transport.
Does it encourage safe Should provide, not encourage
71 routes for walking and safe routes. Test should be
cycling?
amended accordingly.
Will it reduce
congestion and /or
Need to simplify the test to
improve communities something like “Will it reduce
through the
congestion through the
72
development,
development and
maintenance and /or
improvement of the strategic
management of strategic transport infrastructure”
transport infrastructure?
New test required relating to
improving communities
through transport
improvements

#

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests
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Agreed Assessment Test

Does it promote the use of
69 alternative travel other than
the car?
Will it deliver services and
facilities in locations
70
accessible by modes other
than the car?
71

Does it provide safe routes
for walking and cycling?

Will it reduce congestion
through the development
72 and improvement of the
strategic transport
infrastructure
Will it improve communities
through the development
73 and improvement of the
strategic transport
infrastructure

Climate Change

Issue

3 Energy

Sustainability
Objective

Strategic
Assessment Test

Detailed Assessment Test
Does it facilitate the
generation of energy
73
from renewable
sources?
To increase
Does it encourage the
Promote the
the proportion
74 use of energy from
of energy
supply and use
19
renewable sources?
of renewable
gained from
Does it facilitate the
renewable
energy
supply of renewable
sources.
75
energy to the national
grid?
Does it encourage
76
energy efficiency?

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests
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Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Agreed Assessment Test

Ok

Does it facilitate the
74 generation of energy from
renewable sources?

Ok

Ok

Does it encourage the use
75 of energy from renewable
sources?

Ok

Ok

Does it facilitate the supply
76 of renewable energy to the
national grid?

Ok

Ok

77

Ok

Does it encourage energy
efficiency?

Climate Change

Material Assets
Issue

1

Material
Assets

Sustainability
Objective

To improve
the
performance
of material
assets within
the county
borough

Strategic
Assessment Test

Improve the
performance
20
of existing
infrastructure

SEA/SA Part 2 - Assessment Tests

Detailed Assessment Test
Will it deliver improved
communications
through the ICT
infrastructure?
Does it promote vibrant
and attractive town
centres?
Does it provide access
to open and recreational
open spaces within the
parameters set by CCW
and the Sports Council?
Does it facilitate the
upgrading of existing
infrastructure?
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Acceptable for Acceptable for
Policy
Proposal

Agreed Assessment Test

Ok

Ok

Will it deliver improved
78 communications through
the ICT infrastructure?

Ok

Ok

79

Ok

Ok

Ok

Ok

Does it promote vibrant and
attractive town centres?

Does it provide access to
open and recreational open
80 spaces within the
parameters set by CCW
and the Sports Council?
Does it facilitate the
81 upgrading of existing
infrastructure?

Material Assets

